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Period fo7 %^™ u ™' torm *^™l^*PI™"on1hoc ver sheet with the c onesp ndence aLess - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ( ' 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D fi!^* app "f Uon isin condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claims' 0 6 * Upder E * ^ Qudyle ' 1935 C D ' 1 1 453 213 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1.3-11 and 13-1 fi is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claimfe) 11 and 13-16 is/am aiinuuoH 

6) IS Claim(s) f and 3-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10® The drawing(s) filed on 06 June 2001 is/are: .0 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)SAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. H Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 9 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

i«n a A T trans,ation of tne forei 9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited fPTO-892) . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent J, Review (PTO-948) 2 H TZZ fT^^^ ^ 

3) H .nfomnaflon Disdosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Pa^o(s) 1 . S) Q S£ ^ (PT °" 152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 3 5 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
PCT//GB99/01828, filed on 09 June 1999. Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Reference is made to 
priority to a prior International application, however the instant application is the national stage 
of the referred to International application. Therefore reference to the identical application in the 
first sentence of the application should be deleted (see MPEP 1893.03(c). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim recites the term 
"measure" in line 1 of section (c) and should be amended to recite "measured." Appropriate 
correction is required. 

4. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim recites the term 
"ration" in line 2 and should be amended to recite "ratio." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

JlSS^Sf 0 " Sh k al ! concl " de with °" e or ™ re c| aims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1 and 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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7. Claims 1 and 3-10 recite the limitation "the measure levels of free beta-human chorionic 
gonadotrophs (free beta-hCG), Inhibin A, and unconjugated oestriol (uE 3 )" in claim 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claims 9 and 10 recite the limitation "each measured screening marker level" in claim 9. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claims 9 and 10 recite the limitation "the respective screening marker " in claim 9. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John S. Brusca whose telephone number is 703 308-4231. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Woodward can be reached on 703 308-4025. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 746-5137 for regular 
communications and 703 746-5137 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-0196. 

\J John S. Brusca 
Primary Examiner 
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